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Bob Houghton 
President, Unit 505 Board of Directors 

Greetings, 
 
The old game of whist, with the new 
name of “bridge”, became the focus 
of an international incident in 1917, in Constantinople. 
 
An American gunboat, the Scorpion, attached to the U.S.      
Embassy there, was boarded by the Turks (who were German 
allies) when America entered World War I. The German Navy 
wanted to use the ship as a decoy but the American crew 
much preferred to be interned under Turkish control. The 
fate of the ship was to be determined by Talat Pasha, the 
powerful Turkish minister of the interior, who happened to 
be an acquaintance of the ship’s captain, LCDR Herbert         
Babbitt. 
 
Both were bridge enthusiasts, and Babbitt had a happy 
thought – he challenged Talat to a rubber of bridge, with the 
fate of the ship at stake. If he won, the ship would be             
interned where she was, but if he lost, it would go to the  
Germans. Talat accepted the challenge, and play began . . .  
 

To be continued 
 
See you around the bridge table, 
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Sacramento Bridge Center 
2330 Fair Oaks Blvd 

Sacramento, CA 95825 
(916) 925—6322 

Director:  Marvin Arnold 
(916) 825-3319  

 

Lunch at Noon 
Game at 1:00 pm 

Games include: 
 
 

Stratified Pairs 
A/B/C Strats determined by the 
Director. 
Possible strats may include: 
A/1500+, B/1500-750, C/750-0 
 

299er or 199er 
Stratified Pairs if attendance  
permits. 
A/B/C Strats determined by the 
Director. 

Folsom Bridge Center 
9500 Greenback Lane #9 

Folsom, CA 95630 
(916) 353—1139 

Director:   
Barbara Morman 

 

Lunch 11:30 am 

* Game at Noon *  

Foothill Bridge Center 
4050 Durock Road Suite 3 
Shingle Springs, CA 95682 

(530) 622—5813 
Director:  Barry  Wold 

530-676-8506 
 

Coffee & Snacks at Noon 
Game at 1:00 pm 

Game Fee $7 

Convenient Locations: 

 

February 12, 2012 
Sunday 

 

Table Fee $9  
(includes lunch) 

Sacramento 
Marvin (916) 825-3319  
E-mail:  
bridgewiz999@yahoo.com 
 

Folsom 
Barbara (916) 353—1139 
E-mail: robert7609@att.net 
 

Foothill 
Sue 530-622-5813 
E-mail:   
suecoy@comcast.net 

Hospitality provided 
at Each Site 

For Partnerships 
call:  

Next Multi-Site Unit Game  
MARCH 11, 2012 

Sacramento Unit 505 
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Michael Cozart 
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Membership Meeting 
January 15, 2012 

by Bob Houghton 
Immediately after the board meeting, a voice vote of the membership present was held to 
consider the two amendments to our bylaws (one to change the Board composition from 
eleven to no less than seven nor more than eleven members, and the second to provide for 
election of new members by proclamation if there are no more candidates than there are  
vacancies.  Both passed unanimously without objection.  Therefore, I am herewith appointing 
the following new members to the Board for 2012-2013:   

SACRAMENTO ACBL UNIT 505 
January 15, 2012 

 
The meeting of the Board of Directors of Sacramento ACBL Unit 505 was called to order by 
President Bob Houghton at 11:00 A.M. 
 
Members Present:  Joan Bailey, Pam Fitch, Bob Houghton, Bill Martin, Monrad Monsen, Doris 
Niemann 
 
Guest Present:  Ann Hill 
 
District 21:  Pam Fitch reported that the hotel for the Monterey Regional may have to be 
changed next year. 
 
Bob Houghton reported that Liz Brodeur will be secretary and Doris Niemann will be  
Treasurer.  The committee assignments will be decided at the February meeting. 
 
Ann Hill asked if non-ACBL members will be included in the Unit Roster?  Bob Houghton said 
that any bridge player in the area can be included in the roster. 
 
Ann Hill asked if the Unit was going to use the website offered at no charge.  No decision has 
been made by the Board.  Bob Houghton will issue a Request for Proposals for the Unit 505 
website at the February meeting.   
 
The next meeting will be February 12, 2012 at 9:30 A.M. at the Folsom Bridge Center.   
 
The meeting was adjourned at 11:20 A.M. 
       JOAN M. BAILEY 
       Recording Secretary 

Judie Baskin 
Liz Brodeur 

Evan Nossoff 
Bob Otto 

Bob Houghton 
Bill Martin 
Doris Niemann 



The ACBL provides an automated Customer  
Service Line that is available 24 hours a day  
toll-free, 800–467–1623. You can check on your 
masterpoint holdings, or leave a message about 
your magazine, dues status, or other concerns 
and your call will be returned within 24 hours 
(excluding weekends and holidays). The ACBL  
also offers members the opportunity to check 
masterpoints and get updates on bridge  
information on its web site at www.acbl.org .  

How many Bridge Games? 
Each year, more than 3 million tables of bridge are 

played under ACBL auspices at clubs and  
tournaments in North America, overseas, online 

and even on cruise ships. 

ACBL Educational Foundation  
The ACBL Educational Foundation  

was created in 1987 and provides grants to  
promote bridge education.  

The foundation is a 501(c) (3) organization.  
Contributions are fully tax deductible.  

Albert H. Morehead Memorial Library  
The Albert H. Morehead Memorial Library is the  
largest bridge library in the world, containing  
more than 2,500 different volumes. The library  
was dedicated by the ACBL in memory of Albert  
Morehead, ACBL Hall of Fame member and  
bridge bibliophile. His collection of books  
provided the ACBL a solid foundation on which 
to build.  
Since the library’s dedication, the ACBL has also  
acquired the personal libraries of Edgar Kaplan,  
Alfred Sheinwold and Alan Truscott.  

District 21 Representative 
Have a question about District happenings?   

Contact our unit’s representative to District 21: 
Sally Wheeler-Valine at 916 600-6050. 
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“JUST THE FACTS, MA’AM” 
Jack Webb, “Dragnet” 

By Francine Dais (ROSAFG@comcast.net) 
 
My biggest bridge pet peeve:  a partner who responds with insufficient points.  The image it evokes:   

http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=g07hXS7uD6I&feature=related.  Seriously! 

  
I am constantly befuddled by bridge players who want to com-
municate something when they have nothing to communicate.   
I apologize, ladies, for the title in the above video as this is  
certainly not only a female trait in the bridge world.  A friend sent 
me that video ages ago when I was being too chatty.  I played it 
over and over and couldn’t stop smiling and laughing.  However, 
it flashes through my mind every time my partner lays down a 
hand with nothing in it . . . that they have somehow thought they 
had something they wanted to say to me about it while we were 
bidding.  I dare you to click on the link above, not smile, giggle, or 
even laugh out loud as you are watching it.  And I bet at some 
point in the future your partner will lay down a dummy with  
insufficient points in it and this video will flash through your 
mind, too.   Hopefully it will make you smile then as well. 
 
 

However, please try to practice restraint and don’t actually start mimicking the baby chatter if your partner 
lays down a less than perfect dummy.  Hey, I’m not exactly known as the queen of restraint, and I’ve been 
able to hold back.  If I can do it, anyone can!  Remember, we all make bidding errors.  I frequently say if this 
game was easy, none of us would be playing it.   
  
So how does one bid a hand that you feel compelled to enter the bidding foray with?  (Regardless of the 
fact that you know you are likely going to make your partner really unhappy.)   There actually are four ways 
to effectively communicate weak-ish hands without conjuring up annoying/amusing images in your  
partner’s mind.  Those are: 
 

PASS.   Yes, pass is a bid.  And, yes, it is very effective communication.  It should not be something 
you dread or fear doing.  When it is the best description of your hand, JUST DO IT! 

WEAK JUMP SHIFT.  It is really, really important if you are going to bid with a weak hand that your 
partner knows you are weak.  It is vital info not only for competitive bidding purposes, but for 
penalty doubling.  If you are weak and you know it, clap your hands!   

JUMPS in your partner’s suit when your partnership agreements would show that as weak, i.e. if 
opponents have doubled or overcalled. 

INITIAL PASS with the plan to enter the bidding on your next bid if the opportunity arises.  (You can 
show you partner something about your hand after showing      insufficient points by passing.  If 
the bidding does get too high before your next bid, well, most of the time that has saved you 
from what was going to be a bad bid anyway.) 
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Next time you feel the mad urge overtaking you to do anything other than the above four 
(with a too weak hand), please ask yourself if your bid will be inane chatter that your partner 
can’t possibly comprehend.   

 
I started off one of my previous articles by saying, “Bridge boils down to two critical things:   
(1) Communication (2) Counting.  Almost every bridge related problem can be solved by  
effectively doing both of those.”    
  
Counting doesn’t just start once the hand is laid down to be played out.  Counting starts at the 
very first bid made by the very first bidder.  Your partner cannot properly count/get an  
accurate image of everyone’s hand  if you aren’t properly communicating.  If you aren’t  
already doing so, the minute the first bid is made, you should be starting to compile a picture 
of the other three hands at the table. Start counting down the points and the hand shapes, 
even when the first bid is merely a pass. 
  
All that said, sometimes the rest of the bidding at the 
table gives your partner enough information to know 
your bid isn’t quite up to par.  Unless you are being 
ridiculous or consistently bidding against your  
partner’s wishes, most partners will appreciate some  
creative bidding now and then.  Just think over all of 
the consequences before you leap into the land of 
baby chatter.  And make sure those instances are 
rare and not the norm.   After all, even cute babies 
can get annoying at times.  If you don’t believe me, 
play the above video over and over as loud as you 
can.     

 
When/if things go awry—as they frequently will 
when you aren’t accurately describing your hand—
just be prepared with a sincere “sorry, partner”.  
Don’t try to defend your (poor?) bidding choice. 
 
It’s highly likely this article isn’t telling you things you don’t already know.  But we all seem to 
wander into Never-never Land despite our knowledge.  Hopefully, it will give you something to 
think about so you don’t make the mistake of not doing what you know is right.  After all, that 
really is the main difference between good players and great players.  The great players have 
learned not to make mistakes.  
  
Do you know that the title to this article is one of the often misquoted movie lines?  The actual 
quote was, “All we want are the facts, Ma’am.”  And that really is all your partner wants when 
you are communicating your bridge hand to them.  Stick to the facts.  If you have nothing, say 
nothing.  It really is that simple.    



This is the first time that Joe has been our monthly masterpoint winner. 
He has accomplished this by playing most of the time on Friday. He is very 
rarely available on Monday, as he is still a hard “working” man. Some of 
his partners have been Ted Muller, Dick Jones, and Bob Boggs. Joe is an 
excellent bridge player probably in the top five or six players in this area. 
He is also a very nice person! He will always answer any question you have 
about a hand or a convention. 
 

CONGRATUALTIONS JOE! 

INVITATIONAL - BETTY TRAVIS - 2.75 PTS 

Betty Travis has been our point winner many times now 
and continues to improve her bridge monthly. Her favorite 

partner is Mary Kay Goodley. They play together almost every Mon-
day and Wednesday. Together they make a very 

hard team to beat! Nice going Betty! 

By the time you read this, Joy will be at home recuperating from another foot surgery. John will be 
toughing it out without her help. George Brown will handle the bridge lessons for at least two of the 
Monday mornings and perhaps even more. See- when a woman goes down, it takes two men to do 
the job! Only kidding! George will be going over the bidding of hands and the play of hands. Join 
him until John returns. Don’t forget - lessons begin at 10:00 every Monday morning and last for 30 
minutes. As always - THEY ARE FREE! 

MASTER POINT WINNERS FOER LAST MONTH: 
 
  OPEN - JOE FARLEY - 6.03 PTS. 



ATTENTION PLAYERS: MEMBERSHIP GAME MONDAY, FEB 13 - 11:00 
 
January 23 was Club Championship for the first quarter of the year. Our winners 
were: 
 
 
Open A      Invitational A 
 
1. Jo Wragg/Linda Green    1. Persis Chapple/Ken Carlson 
2. Phil Shiffert/Bill Walker    2. Doris Hoff/Sheila Butler 
 
Open B       Invitational B 
 
1. Jo Wragg/Linda Green    1. Dee Hawkins/Lynn Raymond 
2. John Jefferson/Joanne Merry   2. Hattie Croy/Glenda Haggenmaker 

 
 

        

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO 
ANNEE CHRISTENSEN 
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916-825-3319  

bridgewiz999@yahoo.com 

  

  Director, Marvin Arnold 

 

WATCH FOR 
MARVIN’S DEBUT ON FRIDAY NIGHT  

FEBRUARY 3! 

12:00 NOON 
$8.00 

FOOD INCLUDED 
  

Sacramento Bridge Center 
2330 Fair Oaks Blvd. 

Sacramento, CA  95825 
916-925-6322 

Friday Night 
   

  

Sacramento Bridge Center 
2330 Fair Oaks Blvd. 

Sacramento, CA 95825 
(916) 925-6322 

  

6:30 PM Game   $7.00 Fee 

Canned sodas will be available 
for purchase.  

  

See you at the Bridge table ! 

 SUNDAY AFTERNOON GAME 
JOIN MARVIN ARNOLD NOW ON SUNDAYS! 

http://www.filebox.ro/download.php?key=70ea4e07bbd43542d52ef375dcea88bc
http://www.filebox.ro/download.php?key=70ea4e07bbd43542d52ef375dcea88bc


Easybridge! 

STARTS 
JANUARY 23, 2012 

  
  

Mondays 
7:00 PMñ9:00 PM 

  
  

Sacramento Bridge Center 
2330 Fair Oaks Blvd 

(behind the Dante Club) 
  
  

INSTRUCTOR 
Ann Hill  

916 726- 7565 

Everyone welcome!  Join the elite! 
  

You play in a game your very first lesson. 
Bring a partner or come alone. 
You wonõt be alone for long! 

Meet new and interesting people. 
Improve your mind! 

  
  

Easy to learn!  Fun to play! 
  

Bring your friends, kids, spouses, relatives. 
Enjoy a fascinating pastime. 

You can learn in just a few weeks,  
while meeting new friends. 

  

Learn the worldõs greatest game the Easybridge! way. 
  

Join us January 23 ! 

American Contract Bridge League 
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FREE 

Play Bridge Tuesday Night 

for a chance to WIN A $50 POT 
  

You are eligible to win when you have:  

a 70% or more game, * 

with 5 tables or more and  
have played at least once in the last 4 games. 

  

* goes down 1% each month 

Join Ronnie Mac  
6:00 pm 

 One hour pre-game lesson on Tuesday night. 

Sacramento Bridge Center 

ALI IS LOOKING 
FORWARD TO HAVING 

YOU THERE!!! 

                

  

Ali Topcu 
Join Ali for the Saturday Game at the Sacramento Bridge Center 

   
         1. The price for the game will be $7.00 

                    2. There will be NO food served 

                            3. There will be coffee and sodas 

  
Ali will be the only director.  

So, get your partner, make a sandwich  
or  

bring a salad for yourself and 
come support the 
NOFOOD7 CLUB! 



Folsom Bridge Center 
9500 Greenback Lane  

Folsom, CA 95630  
(916) 353-1139 

  
Website:   

Folsom Bridge Center 
  

Directors: 
Barbara Morman 

Barbara Vann 

$75 = 10 coupons - Save $5 
Save with FBC Coupons 

M P  W I N N E R S 
( O P E N ) 

BRIDGE LESSONS 
  

After Bridge Lessons 
3:00 pm—5:00 pm  

  

Before Bridge Lessons   
FREE 10:00 am 

Tuesdays & Wednesdays 
  
Mondays— 
   Barbara Vann 
   On-going Brush-up on   
   your bridge 
  

Tuesdays— 
   Val Williams 
   Bridge for New Players 
    

Thursdays— 
   Barbara Mormon 
   Intermediate Bridge 
  
Mentors available upon 
request. 

M P  W I N N E R S 
( 1 9 9 ’ E R S ) 

1. 99.76 Bill Allgood 
2. 83.22 Blenda Schwartz 
3. 79.07 Mary Glaser  
4. 74.91 Rosalyn Flynn 
5. 65.29 Stacy Walthall 

1. 36.75 Ginny Curtis 
2. 36.32 Kay Wyhlidko 
3. 34.82 Charleen Gorrell 
4. 31.45 Steve Rothschild 
5. 26.01 Larry Koncewicz 
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New  
 

 

Friday Evening Game 
Beginning Friday, February 3rd at 6:30 pm. 
Featuring a new open stratified pairs game. 

Director, Charles Smith 
Managed by Pam Fitch 

 

Sunday Mentor Game 
Experienced players will be playing with a newer player 

or 2 newer players can play together. 

2011 Club MP Winners 

http://www.folsombridgecenter.com/
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February 
  

Foothill Club 
schedule: 

  
 12 Unit Game, 1 pm 
14–20 Santa Clara Regional 
22 Wednesday, CC 
26 Sunday, Swiss team game CC 
 
     

The Foothill Bridge Center 
  

4050 Durock Road, Suite 3  
Shingle Springs, CA 95682 

  

Phone 530-677-3771 
  
  

www.foothillbridgecenter.com/
2012 

Sue Caughey, partnership  
Phone 530-622-5813 

Check out the new Foothill web site for 2012 at:  
www.foothillbridgecenter.com/2012 
 
See the 2012 calendar of events, photos and map 
to our location. 

http://www.foothillbridgecenter.com/2012

