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Dear Members, 
 
Whoever said Bridge is an easy game?  Whoever said that has never 
played the game.  Bridge can be frustrating, humbling, exasperat-
ing, and it makes you almost want to cry at times.  However, it can 
be fun, educational, self-fulfilling and a source of friendship. 
 
Your President just went through the worst of times with the death 
of his wife of 59+ years of marriage.  He honestly believes that if it 
were not for the friends he has made at the bridge table surviving 
these past few months would have been much more difficult and 
he would like to thank them for their support. 
 
So when you are at the bridge table, sometimes, it would be nice to 
take a moment and think of them as more than opponents, but as 
friends who will support you in times of need. 
 
Play well and enjoy the game. 
 

Arlen Schechtman 
President 
Board of Directors 
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April Showers Unit Game Sunday Aft Session April 18, 2010 

Scores after  9 rounds Factored to  108.0 Average      Section A  North-South 

Pair    Pct   Score  Qualifiers       Section Rank      Overall Rank      MPs      

                      A   B   C       A     B     C     A     B     C   

  1   49.77  107.50   Q   Q       B  4/5    1                 5          0.80(SB) Jeanette Finn 

             - Jeffrey Dale  

  2   49.77  107.50   Q           A  4/5                                 0.37(SA) Sylvia Mati-

            soff - Harris Levin 

  3   44.68   96.50           Q   C                                               Edwin Bly - 

             Diane Strategos 

  4   64.12  138.50   Q           A   1                 2                2.98(OA) Betty Miller 

             - Benjamin Miller 

  5   45.83   99.00       Q   Q   C         2     1                 4    0.56(SB) Monrad Monsen 

             - Marie Macaulay 

  6   46.53  100.50               A                                               Sara Kingsley 

             - Martha Lundholm 

  7   51.39  111.00   Q           A   3                                  0.68(SA) Jeanne Au

            berry - Barbara Muller 

  8   57.87  125.00   Q           A   2                                  0.95(SA) Linda Ran-

           court - Dorothy McDermott 

  9   40.05   86.50               C                                               Sally Wheeler

            -Valine - John Galt 

 

 

 

 

April Showers Unit Game Sunday Aft Session April 18, 2010 

Scores after  9 rounds Factored to  108.0 Average      Section A  East-West 

Pair    Pct   Score  Qualifiers       Section Rank      Overall Rank      MPs      

                      A   B   C       A     B     C     A     B     C   

  1   43.52   94.00               B                                               Brence Davis 

             - Colleen Voet 

  2   62.04  134.00   Q           A   1                 3                2.23(OA) John Chan - 

             Carrie Touslee 

  3   46.06   99.50       Q   Q   C                                 3    0.73(OC) Bill Martin - 

             David Pfister 

  4   46.99  101.50   Q           A                                               Marty Rogers 

             - Stephen Fuerst 

  5   43.29   93.50               C                                               Janice Levin 

             - Jane Kennedy 

  6   59.95  129.50   Q           A   2                 5                1.26(OA) David Vidaver 

             - George Lim 

  7   53.24  115.00   Q   Q       B   3     1                 1          2.16(OB) Richard Hob-

            bie III - Gayle Heslop 

  8   42.59   92.00               A                                               Jerie Smith - 

             Shirley Nelson 

  9   52.31  113.00   Q   Q   Q   C   4     2     1           3     1    1.29(OC) Paul De 

            Marchi - Umakant Dash 
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Any proposals for one of District 21's charity bequests should be 
sent to Jeff Hack at:  jnamyats@aol.com,   

no later than July 4, 2010. 

 

District 21 presents: 
California Capitol Regional 

 

May 31—June 6, 2010 
 

Double Tree Hotel 
2001 Point West Way 
Sacramento, CA 95825 

 

Reserve early  
for the ACBL $89 room rate 

 
District 21, California Capital Regional 
at the Double Tree Hotel, is providing 
a FREE student game on Saturday, 
June 5, at 1:00 p. m. for students 
with from 0 to 5 master points.   

Write it up! 
Thank You  

David Vidaver 
 

Dave has agreed to be our  
Unit 505 correspondent to the 
District 21 monthly newsletter, 

The Forum. 
 

Contact Dave at: 
dvidaver@energy.state.ca.us 

 

ACBL Member Discount at 
FedEx Office Locations 

 

ACBL announces that members 
can take advantage of a special 
35% discount on 8 1/2”x 11” 
color or B/W prints at FedEx 
Office locations. 
 

Go to: www.ACBL.org to print 
a card containing your ACBL 
member discount number. 
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The  San Francisco Cable cars are the only mobile National Monuments.  

The Reno NABC (March 11 – 21, 2010)   
 
 Top 100 players from the Sacramento area include: 

Carol Whitelaw, Carmichael 
Linda Struthers, Carmichael 
Steven Parke, Lincoln 
Kathleen Adams-Parke, Lincoln 
Nancy Serne, Sacramento 
Cindy Daugherty, Sacramento 
Pat Ingoglia, Sacramento 
Dennis Uthe, Roseville 

NEW LIFE MASTER – April 12 
 
Dan Fong earned his Life Master award in Gatlinburg, Tennessee,      
playing with Chris Panos in a pairs game.  Josh Kantor brought a cake 
for the Thursday night bridge club celebration. 

 

EASY BRIDGE lessons  

will begin in the near future. 
Call Ann Hill at  

(916) 726-7375. 

SAVE THE DATE 
Fall Festival on November 21, 
2010 at the Dante Club with 
dinner replaces the January 

Holiday Party. 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

Fall Educational Workshop 
October 17, 2010 at the 

Dante Club 

No Unit Game in May—next Unit Game June 27, 2010 

mailto:jnamyats@aol.com,


One of the first things you’re told when you learn to play bridge is you only raise partner’s  major-suit 
response to your one-minor opening (1D – 1S – 2S) with 4-card support. You are told this because 
there are so many rules to learn, learning when to break them at the same time would cause your 
brain to explode. Now that you have mastered the art of raising to 2M (M=major) with 4-card support 
and 12 to 15½ support points it’s time to consider raising with 3-card support (The hands that you 
raise to 3M with 3-card support are really rare, contentious, and won’t be discussed here. Suffice it to 
say that there is almost always a better bid to make than 3M).  “But partner may only have a 4-card 
suit,” you whine. Surprisingly, partner will have a 5-card suit more often than not. If he/she has a 
weak hand, you are immediately better off, as the room is likely to be playing 1NT, while you’re play-
ing in your major fit. If partner has an invitational or game-forcing hand, it doesn’t matter whether 
they have a 4-card or longer suit, the subsequent bidding will uncover that information (see below). 
The 3-card raise yields a bad result when partner has a weak hand, a 4-card suit, and 2M is not as 
good a     contract as 1NT, and the opponents do not balance. This chance for a bad result is more 
than offset by the advantages, as we shall see. 
 
There are 3 cases to discuss: you have 3-card support but are considering rebidding (A) 1NT, (B) 2m 
(rebidding a minor), and (C) 1S (after 1m – 1H) 
 

(A) Rebidding 1 NT.  You open 1C or 1D (your choice) with xx Axx Kxxx AJ9x and partner bids 1H. 
Do you bid 1NT? You have no spade stopper, so partner will likely need 3 good ones to with-
stand the assault on the suit. If partner only has 1 stopper (or none) a raise to 2H is probably 
better. Partner can likely arrange to ruff a small spade with one of your trump, scoring a trick 
he would lose in 1NT.  
Let’s change things around – AJ9 Axx Kxxxx xx?  This doesn’t fundamentally change  
anything, except partner is now ruffing a small club. When do you rebid 1NT? 
 

Kxx Jxx AQxx Kxx.  Now you have stoppers in the unbid suits, No ruffing value. 1NT is best by far. 
xxx Axx AJxx KJx No ruffing value. 3334 should bid 1NT even without spade stopper. 
Kxx Axx Axxxx Kx Stopper in clubs and ruffing value. Your choice. I personally raise with controls… 
QJx QJx Axxxx Kx but I rebid 1NT with soft cards. Better players than I may violently disagree. 
 

(B) Rebidding 2m. Kxx xx AJx KJxxx? Over 1S, do not even think about rebidding 2C. “But partner 
doesn’t know I have 5 clubs!.” News flash: partner, in almost all cases, will care far more about 

your 3 spades than your ♣ 3.*  If you have game, it is far more likely to be in 

spades than NT. Partner probably doesn’t have 4 hearts so the suit is vulnerable 
in NT. If he/she has 4 hearts, he/she has 5 spades (think about it!). 

* In fact partner will assume you have 6 clubs. While there are hands where rebidding a 5-card 

minor is the least of evils, this is certainly not one of them. Rebidding a 5-card minor is like peeing 
behind the nearest tree: it should only be done in desperation and when no other alternatives are 
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Raising with 3-card Support 
by David Vidaver  



xxx Kx Kx AQ10xxx  OK, now you have 6 clubs, a good suit, no singleton, no spade honor. Bid 2C. 
xxx x AQx AQxxxx Getting closer. Singleton, weaker long suit (bad for NT). 2C still better? 
Kxx x AQx Kxxxxx 2C will encourage partner holding ♣ Qxx (or even ♣ Qx). I bid 2S. 
x Kxx AJxxx Axxx Raise 1H to 2. 2C is a common mistake. The likely game is 4H, not 3NT. If the 
    opponents bid 2S over 2C, you’ll want to bid 3H, which shows a better hand. 
x Kxx AQxxx AKJx Now bid 2C (!!). If partner bids anything you can support hearts, showing                       
extras. 
 
This last hand demonstrates that you should not raise to 3M with 3-card support, straining to bid a new 
suit, then supporting partner, which promises extras. Temporizing by bidding a new suit produces a bad 
result only when partner has a 5-card suit and passes your second bid, a rare occurrence. 

 
(C) Rebidding 1S.  In keeping with the immediately preceding discussion bid 1S over 1H with  

KJxx Axx AQJxx x, then bid 2H as you have extras (if partner passes 1S, you’re in the right contract). 
KJxx Axx Axxxx x No extras. I bid 2H; can’t get there if I bid 1S (2H later shows extras) 
KJxx Axx Axxx xx Still 2H as I think hearts likely to be better than NT. But others may disagree. 
KJxx Axx Axx xxx 1S. No ruffing value, NT is better than hearts. 
xxxx Axx Axx KJx 1NT.  Even if partner has 4 spades, I would rather play NT  
 
How does the rest of your bidding have to change if you raise frequently with three card support?         
If your partner rebids 1NT rather than raising your major, he probably doesn’t have 3-card support, so 
you don’t have to guess whether to bid 2S after 1D-1S- 1NT with A10xxx Kxx xxx xx.  If partner had         
3-card support and weak clubs, he would have raised. 
 
Your partner opens 1C and raises your 1H to 2H: 
 
Kx KQxx AQxx xxx Bid 3NT. Partner will correct to 4H with 4-card support. 
xxx Axxx AKxx xx Do not invite with 3H! Partner will think that you have 5. 3D best. 
xxx  KQJx AKxx Kx Don’t jump to game, it shows 5 hearts. Start with 3D, then 3S, looking for 3NT. 
 
Raising with 3-card support is not without its problems as the examples immedi-

ately above intimate. The re-raiser must realize partner may have raised with 3 

cards, the raiser must realize that their partner may be bidding so as to “check 

back” whether partner has raised with three, and strain to bid NT if he has done 

so. But the advantages outweigh the disadvantages; you’ll benefit in ways that 

you don’t even realize. Occasionally you will get to ridiculous contracts that could 

have – perhaps - been avoided, but far more often you will be playing 2M (or 

competing to 3M) and getting very good results that might not otherwise be pos-

sible. 

Continued from page 4 

Raising with 3-card Support 
by David Vidaver  



                Lucille Patterson — Tribute to SBC Benefactor 
 

By John McMurdie 
 

On Saturday night, April 24, the Sacramento Bridge Association sponsored a free 
evening of bridge and finger food in honor of Lucille Patterson who set aside    
monies in her will for the benefit of Sacramento bridge.  Her generosity made      
possible the replacement of all card tables, chairs, side tables, the rug, white 
boards, louvered shutters for the windows, enhancement of the lighting, some new       
flooring in the kitchen and restrooms, in addition to a reduced rent for the club 

owners for a period of five years. That period of benefit has now ended. 
 
The event reached twelve tables, with Bill Walker and Aileen Kious, two of her closest friends, in attendance. 
 
Lucille was a regular at the Dante club for approximately twenty five years.  I have fond memories of Lucille 
and her late, second husband Andy Anderson.  Over a period of about ten years, Ronnie and I played in   
Sunday Sectional Swiss events all over Northern California and Reno with Lucille, first with her partner of 
choice, the late Jim Codron, and later with who ever we or she would line up, such as Bill Sanford. The fun 
part was that when we delivered her home on Sunday night, Andy would be waiting with a pitcher of high 
quality gin Martinis and snacks. I of course never had too much or too many. 
 
Lucille was an only child; she died in May of 2003.  There is a plaque on the wall of the Sacramento Bridge 
Center commemorating Lucille. 
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Folsom Bridge Center 
 

LEARNING BETTER BRIDGE 
 

A Workshop Series on 
Bidding, Playing and Partnership Skills. 

Focus on Conventions and Practices commonly used today.   
 

Beginning Saturday, June 5, 2010   9:00 AM to 3:00 PM.     
 

Limit 60 players.   
The $20 fee includes coffee, lunch, lessons and play.   

 

Registration forms and fees must be received by Tuesday, May 25th.     
 

Morning Session—Bill Carli will teach Take-out Doubles and Negative Doubles.   
Afternoon Session—Louann Partridge will teach Overcalls and Responses.    

Call for your registration form. 
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Al Beckner's  
 

Lessons continue  
Tuesdays at 5: 00 pm 

Through May 11 

CONGRATULATIONS 
to our  

70% GAME WINNERS 
 

April 6 
Mary Glaser & Peg Eastman       72.22% 
 
April 9 
Lyn & Phil Benner      77.08% 
 
 
APRIL 18 

WORKSHOP WINNERS 
 

Kay Wood and Jean Hunt  N/S 
Paul Hoff and Doris Neilson-Hoff  E/W 
 

 

 

 

APRIL HIGH POINT WINNERS 
 Masters category           Non-Life Masters 
 Mary Glaser         8.45  Jerry Nakamura    4.83 
 Richard Wilson    6.92  Andy Dakis            3.22 
 Nellie Curdy         5.74   Steve Rothschild  2.83 
 Ellen Stanney       5.51  Larry Koncewicz   2.64 
 Bill Count              5.51 

Workshop for Social Bridge Players 
JUNE 5th 10:30 am 

 

Louann Partridge, Instructor 
Call 530-672-6450 for more information and to register. 

Game at Noon—Barbara Vann, Director 

STaC week follows the Orangevale Sectional 
 

May 3—9 
IT MUST BE SILVER POINT MONTH 

 

Monday, May 3 at 11am 
Wednesday, May 5 at 11am   

Friday, May 7 at 11am 
Saturday, May 8 at Noon 

Sunday, May 9 Noon for 199ers at Fun & Friendly   

Free Lesson 
Every Wednesday 10:00 am 

Game at 11:00 am 

Folsom Bridge Center       
9500 Greenback Lane, Suite 9   

Folsom, CA  916 988-6226 
 

Near Greenback & Madison Ave. 

NEW! 
NON—LIFE MASTER GAME 

 

Beginning June 8th  
6:30 to 9:30pm 

Director Marvin Arnold 
 

The 4th Tuesday evening of each month will be a    
MENTOR game.   

You may bring your own mentor, or the club can           
provide one.   

See our  
CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

at 

www.folsombridgecenter.com 



The Foothill Bridge Center is freeway close at: 
4050 Durock Road, Suite 3 Shingle Springs, CA 95682 

Bridge Center Phone 530-677-3771 
Manager, Barry Wold 530-676-8506 

Partnership, Sue Caughey 530 622-5813   
http://www.foothillbridgecenter.com/ 

Take highway 50 east and get off at exit 37, Ponderosa road.  
Take two immediate right hand turns and you can’t miss us. 

On March 28th we had 14 tables for 
our Swiss team game.  
 
Coming in first were:  
Judy Brock, Debbie Davidson, Janet 
Lowe and Barry Wold.  
 
Winners of the three rounds of Bingo 
were:  
John Hughes, Marchetta Schneider 
and Jean Rulison.  
 
Door Prize Winner: Al Farrar, was a 
awarded a flowering African violet 
grown from a cutting by Barry Wold. 

Luncheon Noon 
Bridge Bingo  12:30 pm  
Bridge Game 1:00 pm 

Barry Wold calls the Bridge Bingo game! 

SWISS TEAM GAME 
Sunday, May 23rd 

 
 
 
 
 

Three rounds of Bridge Bingo are played.  
A deck of cards is used to call the spaces 
on the special bingo card.  
 

CONGRATULATIONS! 
to our 70% game WINNERS 

 
April 8th—Sally Bennett and Evelyn Rogers 
had a 72.22% game.  
 

April 16th—Zev and Susie Bogan had a 
70.83% game. 

STaC GAMES 
MAY 3—7  

 

Card fees are $6 for these 
games only.  
 
 

MEMORIAL DAY 
Monday, May 31st 

BBQ  
 

Plan to join us for:  
Hamburgers and Hot Dogs 

11:30 a.m. 
Game at Noon 

Card fees are $5. 

Congratulations  
Dave Bennett 

Foothiller of the Month 
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Foothill Bridge Center—Tuning Up Your Bridge Game 
 
  Our bridge seminar on April 17th exceeded our most optimistic expectations.  
 

Fifty-three individuals registered for the seminar; 47 attended. We had 11 tables 
for the afternoon mentored game.  
 

Attendees came from as far away as the state of Washington, Woodland and Vacaville.  
 

Those placing North/South were:  
1) Randy Rinehart & Mark Rytel;  
2) 2) Althea Hurley & Jan Reuter;  
3) 3) Marge Marmostein & Joan Mengelkoch;  
4) 4) Marilyn Beaver and Bob Thomas.  

 
East/West winners were:  

1) Anita Bill and Doreen Thornhill;  
2) 2) Donna Welsh & Carol Williams;  
3) 3) Janice Kennedy & Barbara Petersen;  
4) 4) Sally Bennett & Joy Skalbeck;  
5) 5) Dian Hansen & Shirley Nielsen. 

 

The committee consisted of Joan Bailey, Sue Caughey, Gayle Heslop, Fran Schroder, Teri 
Smoot, Barry and Sandy Wold. Everyone reported they really enjoyed the seminar and would 
like to see more of them. We’ll be planning one for the fall. 

Barry 

In Shakespeare's time, mattresses were secured on bed frames by ropes.  When you pulled on the ropes, the 
mattress tightened, making the bed firmer to sleep on. Hence the phrase, 'Goodnight, sleep tight'. 
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Sacramento Bridge Center—The Saturday Game Is A Success! 

 

Check out the flyer on the bulletin board announcing the director of any particular Saturday. We also 
keep the director of day for our Saturday games on the Bridge Center calendar.   
 

The May schedule is as follows: 
 

May 8 - Js Bridge Club, John Hughes directs and Joy cooks. 
May 15, Salad and Something, Charles Smith directs and Sally cooks. 
May 22, Anna’s Fun Bridge, Anna Hill directs. This is a Swiss Team event and a pot luck. 
May 28, McMurdie’s Bridge Club, Albert Chow directs and cooks. 
(And for a peek into June - June 12, River City Bridge Club, Linda Gorski directs and cooks.) 

 
 

PLAY BRIDGE!   IT IS STILL THE CHEAPEST ENTERTAINMENT THERE IS! 
 
 
 

http://card-games.pogo.com/games/pokerpop


News from Js Bridge Club 
 
We hope all of you got some silver points at the Spring Sectional. BUT, if you did not 
reach your goal, you will have plenty of chances to get some at the club level games. 
STAC week begins May 3 and ends May 9. That will be 7 days and almost as many nights 

when you have the opportunity to win those needed silver points. Get your partners now and plan 
to attend! 
 
 
In April our master point winners were: 
 
   OPEN - LAURA MERING - 11.81 pts.   INVITATIONAL - JOANN STANLEY - 5.40 pts. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our master point race now includes Friday games too. However, the Invitational games are held on 
Monday and Wednesday only. 
 
And speaking of the Invitational game, we are so proud of how large this game is becoming. For 
many years there were only three to four tables. For the last several months they have had six   
tables consistently and many days there have been seven, with a record of eight tables. This game 
is for newer bridge players, limited point players and also players who are playing for the very first 
time! They enjoy the comfort of playing against their own peers and learning the art of duplicate 
bridge. During STAC week, is the perfect time for you to join them and perhaps get your very first 
silver points. The game starts at 11:00, with lunch served right after the first round has been 
played. The invitational group plays in a designated section by themselves. We look forward to 

meeting new players and hope to see you in the game soon. 

Laura’s 11.81 points are the 
most scored in one-month so 
far by any of our past winners! 

In the 1400's a law was set forth in  England  that a man was allowed to beat his wife with a stick no 
thicker than his thumb. Hence we have “the rule of thumb”. 

Page 10 



SALAD & SOMETHING  

Monday Evening Lessons  

Sacramento Bridge Center 

EXPANDED by popular request!  

 
 

We will now be holding 
workshops on various topics 

every Monday 
5:45 p.m.—6:45 p.m.  

  
The topic of each upcoming workshop will be posted at the Bridge 

Center or can be discussed with Anna Hill 916/726-7565. 
Requests are welcome. 
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Dinner and Bridge games CONTINUE 
 

DINNER   6:30 
BRIDGE   7:00 

 
Salad & Something dinner and bridge games continue as your  

FRIDAY NIGHT OUT! 
 
The fare has ranged from an open sandwich board with ham, turkey,  
beef and salami as sandwich basics, porcupine meat balls and barbequed ribs. 
All of course accompanied by a variety of salads.  Desserts have included mixed fruit cobbler,  
a variety of bar cookies and sugar-free Jello based Bavarian.   
 
This is great entertainment on Friday after a long week, and remember 

YOU DON’T HAVE TO COOK! 
 
CALL SALLY for partnership or N/S reservation  (916) 600-6050.   
CHARLES SMITH directs and the game moves at a good pace -  

7 to 10 tables makes a very nice game.   
 

SEE YOU ON FRIDAY at the DANTE CLUB! 

Sally Wheeler-Valine 

Q. Half of all Americans live within 50 miles of 
what?   A. Their birthplace  

Q. Most boat owners name their boats. What is the most popular boat 
name requested?   A. Obsession  

Beginning lessons 
will continue from 7-9 p.m. each 

Monday, including most holidays. 
 

Cost is $5 per lesson— 
FIRST NIGHT FREE! 


